
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2009 - 2010 
PTA Officers 

 
President 
Jill Smith 

 
Secretary 

Deborah Rodriquez 
 

Treasurer 
        Natalie Lecher 

Community and 
School Services 

Jan Avotins   
Charlene Farkas  

 
 Enrichment 

Natalie Williams 
Lisa Hayes 

 
Health and Safety 

Kim Barlow 
KaLyn Burmeister 

 
Ways and Means 
Jensina Byington 

 
VP Student 
Enrichment 

Natalie Lecher 
 
VP Communication 
       Jane Powers 

 
Teacher 

Representative 
Jan Pembrooke 

Parkwood PTA ROAR 
Parkwood Elementary PTA Newsletter 

 Volume 23, Issue 1 Fall 2009 

Calendar of Events  
  
IMPORTANT DATES 

October 9  No School – Staff Work Day 

October 14-16 11:15am Early Dismissal for Conferences 
October 20  PTA Meeting 7pm 
October 23  Harvest Festival 6pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Please remember the date! Parkwood celebrates its a nnual Harvest Festival Friday 
October 23rd from 6:00 to 8:00pm! 

Come celebrate the harvest season with our Parkwood  families and share in the 
community spirit -- there will be games and prizes,  plus food and soda available for 
purchase and “trick or trunk” is back!   Please con tact Leah Bender at 
Leah.Bender@Nordstrom.com if you didn’t sign up but would like to help. 

 

 
                        

                         

 

Thanks to all who joined Parkwood PTA! 

Warm thanks to all who joined Parkwood PTA and to t hose who 
sent in donations along with their membership dues.   We have 89 
members  so far and the school year has just begun. Your 
support is greatly appreciated!  If you haven’t had  a chance to 
join yet, extra envelopes are available in the main  office, or 
contact Lisa at llkrhayes@yahoo.com.  

 

 



News and Events 
   

VOLUNTEER NEWS 
 

Parkwood loves its volunteers!   Please consider 
spending time assisting in a classroom, accompanyin g 
a field trip, working with individual students, or joining a 
PTA activity.  Our school remains strong and vibran t 
largely due to generous parent involvement and 
participation.  The more people involved in our stu dents’ 
success, the better! 
 
Thank you to all Back to School BBQ Volunteers! 
 
The PTA Board would like to thank Eddie Pate and al l 
the parents, staff, and student volunteers who made  the 
BBQ such a great success. Your time and efforts are  
greatly appreciated and there are too many of you t o 
mention by name.  The PTA was pleased to sponsor 
this event which provided free hot dogs for everyon e. 
 We will do it again next year and the whole school  is 
invited!  
 
Your links to volunteering for PTA activities  or school-
wide programs are Jan Avotins and Charlene Farkas, 
Co-VP’s for School & Community Services. 
 

                     
 
 

 
 
 
Cut and Chat news  
  
Hello everyone and welcome back to the school year!  I 
would like to invite you to our weekly Cut and Chat  
gatherings. We meet every Wednesday in the Parent 
Center from 8:45-11:00  where we work on projects for our 
wonderful staff and teachers. Sometimes there is a lot of 
work to do, sometimes not. It's a time to meet new parents, 
but especially to help ease some of the work load f or the 
classrooms or office. We do special projects, copyi ng, sort 
newsletters, every helping hand is valuable. Young children 
are all welcome as long as they are supervised. We have 
toys to keep them occupied. Please feel free to sto p by 
anytime, stay as long as you like or are able. No n eed to 
make a weekly commitment or let us know if you're c oming 
or not; we'll be happy to see you whenever you have  
time.  This is an important service to the Parkwood  staff 
and your time is very much appreciated! 
  
If you have any questions or need more information,  please 
contact Jan Avotins at javotins@comcast.net or (206) 719-
4438 or Christie Kirk at chelansite67@yahoo.com. or (206)  
440-1815.  Hope to see you soon! 
 

Reflections 
 
Reflections is a national art competition for grade s K - 12. 
The categories are: Photography, Literature, Dance / 
Choreography, Music Composition, Visual Arts and 
Film/Video.  All works must be original.  
 
The theme for the 2009 - 2010 year is "Beauty Is".  Entries 
are due November 2nd.  Please turn them in at the office 
with a reflections application form included. Each category 
has rules that can be found in a binder in the offi ce.  
 
Please contact Kim Barlow if you have any questions . 
Email is the best way to reach me and my email addr ess is 
'fotocrazyme@gmail.com'. 

                                                                    
 

For more information about upcoming 
events:    www.parkwoodPTA.org  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parkwood PTA News  
   

 

Join PTA Today and Support Parkwood Kids and Famili es    
                                                           

Greetings to all Parkwood families old and new, 
 
We trust your school year is off to a good start.  We wanted to introduce ourselves and tell you a lit tle 
about what we’ve planned so far this year.  Our PTA  is very collaborative and open to any help, ideas and 
suggestions that you want to offer!  We take on boa rd positions so that we can operate legally as a no n-
profit, but we all pitch in to reach our ultimate g oal of building community and increasing student le arning. 
 
Here are some of the highlights from our meetings in August and September: 

• Last year we raised almost as much as we spent, an d were left with a nice cushion (from previous 
years) to get our programs going this year.  We’ve agreed to raise our scholarship budget and 
donate $1600 to the school for special assemblies s uch as an author-in-residence or a musical 
performance.  Our final budget is being prepared an d will be voted on soon.  It’s open to anyone for 
review—contact our Treasurer Natalie Lecher at natalielp@q.com. 

• Returning families will notice that we didn’t star t this year’s fundraising efforts right away.  We 
wanted to understand our needs first, and also resp ond to feedback about the best way to 
approach our fundraising.  Please watch for a paren t survey that will come home soon. 

• Thank you all for your wonderful response to our v olunteering questionnaire.  If you signed up to 
help with an event, you’ll be contacted by the even t’s chair and can let her know your schedule. 
 

Two of our popular enrichment opportunities are beg inning.  The Chess and Spanish class flyers have 
gone home and enrollments have begun.  Please conta ct Natalie Williams at actionjackson14@juno.com 
or Lisa Hayes at llkrhayes@yahoo.com if you need more information.   
 
PTA scholarships are available for these activities .  Please see the Family Advocate (Gidget Terpstra)  for 
a private discussion on eligibility. 
 
Please vote  to support our schools in the upcoming election!  Our kids deserve the best education we can 
offer, even in these difficult times.  We expect to  have models of the new high school designs availab le at 
our Harvest Festival in October. 
 
Principal Laura Ploudre updated us on the district’ s efforts to keep us healthy.  Please read the noti ces 
regarding H1-N1 carefully and keep your children ho me when sick.   
 
The emergency kit  information has been sent to your home.  If you pu rchased a five year kit last year, 
you do NOT need to purchase another one and it will  be moved to your child’s class.  However, because 
every child needs a kit and the PTA funds around 20 0 that don’t get purchased, please consider making a 
donation to cover these costs. 
 
Our Harvest Festival has been scheduled for the eve ning of Friday, October 23 rd.  This annual event is a 
huge favorite with kids and parents alike—we wear c ostumes and play carnival games and “trick or trunk ” 
in the parking lot.   
 



 
  

Parkwood Elementary School PTA, 6.12.55, Shoreline,  WA 
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THE PARKWOOD PTA ROAR is the monthly newsletter of the Parkwood Elementary PTA.  If you 
would like to submit announcements, events and othe r information that is applicable to our children 
at Parkwood, please email Jane Powers  at jpowers87@hotmail.com or drop off the information in 
the PTA Newsletter box in the Parkwood office.  All  submissions should be in by the last day of the 
month for inclusion in the following month’s editio n.    
 

Our PTA Board meetings are scheduled for 7pm  on the 3rd Tuesday  of each month.  Meeting minutes are 
posted on the school website within a few days.  Ou r next meeting is October 20.  EVERYONE is welcome to 
attend.   
 
 
EMERGENCY KITS  
  
SPECIAL OFFER:     
If you buy a kit now, you will not have to think ab out it again for five years!   
  
Every student needs to have an emergency kit.  Kits  contain food, water, emergency blankets and rain 
ponchos.  They are there to support your child inca se of an emergency including an earthquake  or a school 
lock-down .    
  
You can either supply a kit yourself, or you can pu rchase a kit through the PTA.    
  
Purchasing from the PTA:  
  
This year the PTA is purchasing kits that have a 5 year shelf life. Kits cost $8.00 .  We will make sure your 
child has a kit next year.  Expired kits will be di sposed of at the end of their shelf life.  If you w ould like to 
prepare a special message for your child please fee l free to send it in.  Send it to the PTA – EHS.  S pecial 
messages should be clearly marked with your child's  name and their teacher's name they can include a n ote, 
pictures or information such as phone numbers. 
  
Donations for those who cannot afford a kit are alw ays welcome.   
  
Making your own kit:  
 I 
If you choose to make your own kit, please clearly mark it with your child's name and their teacher's name.  
Kits should include an emergency blanket, garbage b ag or rain ponchos, 1 liter of water and 2-4 energy  or 
protein bars.  You can also include comfort notes, light sticks, or a small flash light. 
 

                                                                       


